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EARLY TREE FLANTINGS STARTING TO PAY
IN VIRGINIA
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EARLY TREE PLANTINGS STARTING TO PAY

IN VIRGINIA

Those persons interested in tree planting ususlly ask how long will
I have to wait before the trees will be big enough to cut end how much money
can I expect at that time? These are both reasonsble questions and are guesg= .
tlons any thinking landownaf should consider before planting trees,

In 1954 the Virginia Division of Torestry made a survey of some of
the older tree plantings in Virginia (Publicetion #67, "Tree Planting Pays
Well™), the results of which are obtainable upon request., This survey revealed
thet mest of these tree plantings had been successful, that thess tree plant~
ings have grown well and that many of them were ready now or would be ready
for thinning in the nesr future.

In crder to provide more factual informstion the Virginia Division
of Forestry followed up the tree planting survey with a study on some of these
tree plantings which were in the process of being thinned or had been thinned
in recent years. The study is not all inclusive nor does it indicate the
large number of tree plantings in Virginia yet to be thinned or ctherwise cut
in the near future. It does reveal, however, a trend and indicates how old
the tree plantings were when first thinned and also how puch money was received
as a result of this thinning,

' Some of the tree plantings listed below could have been thinned at an
eerlier age but as sometimes happens in actual prectice the thinnings were de~
layed. It is interesting to note that included in the following list is & tree
planting of only O.6-acre in size and yet was thinned with an operable cut

made, COther tree plantings thinned ranged up to ereas of 30 acres or more.
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The follewing infermation is a matter of record and perteins to actual

tree plantings already thinned (21l the cases belew are lnblnlly pine plant-

ings):

ooty

i

Gloucester
Prince George
Alhemerle
Nostoway
Oraage
Clesterfield
Accomack
Helson

Mecklenburg

Average

Summary of Tree Plantings Thinned and Incomes Received

FER ACRE-

Volume Volume
fze-when Before Volume left Bt Ay,
Yeor Thinned Thi=zning Removed Standing **Incche Annual
Flenbed (Tesrs) *(Cords ? !Cord;! [unrd ? Rerncived Irncuome
1925 28" 53.6 13k 1.2 $ 39.68 § 1.42
1929 25 39.2 11.6 27.6 52,20 2.09
1529 22 42,2 12.0 30,2 30,00 1.36
1931 24 28:5 13.5 15.0 ?L.Ej 3.09
1933 20 47.5 12.5 35.0 €2.50 3,12
1934 20 450 19,0 26,0 114.00 5.70
1936 . 19 38.8 B.4 0.4 22,34 1.17
1937 18 V8 13.5 27.9 40.50 558

1937 18 40.0 17,0 23.0  102.00 5.67

21,5 L1.8 B 1R 28.5 $ 59.72 & 2.87

#Standaxd cords, 128 cubic feet.

*#Stumpage values, nrice per cord veries ranging from & low of §2.50

per cord

to e hlrh of %6.00 per cord.

®#50p to vear nhcq tblﬁned c.m:‘. ineludes only the income received from

the thlnnlng.

standing.

It does not include the valus of the velume left
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Some of the velume left standing in the older tree plantings, in
the above tabulation, could have been expressed in terms of board feet because
the trees are of a large enough size for sawtimber at the present time. How-
gver, for the sake of uniformity ell residusl volumes are expressed in cords,

The type of thinning given the tree plantings listed above was from
"below". In other words, only the poorer, suppressed troes were cit with the
possitle exceptimn of trees cut so &s to provide a better spacing in the re-
sidual stand. The residusl stands sre composed of the better trees within the

stand and should davelop inte good quality sawtimber.

Summary: The Virginia Division of Forestry has compiled a partial
list of some eérlier tree plantings in Virginia which have already been thinned,
The list is not complete but dees inelude these plentings of whieh the Division
has marked and those of which more detsiled information is available.

The everage gross income per acre per yesar received from the tree
plantings {dated back to the year when thinned) was $2.87. The average gross
sum received per acre at time of thinning was $59.72. The study also revealed
that the average age when the tree plantings were first thinned was 21,5 years
ef sge. This indicates that the plantations may be thinned st a comparatively
early sge and & substantiszl income per acre recsived at that time.

It is important teo note that the incomes derived resulted from cut-
ting mostly suppressed trees or the poorer trees; leaving the better trees
for future growth.

R, L. Marler, Forester
Virginia Division of Feresiry

November 23, 1955



